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The assessment of learning skills

The course descriptor for SNC1P

Determining the final mark


The development of sound learning skills is essential to the success of our students.  Teachers and students will work together to understand and futher the development of student learning skills in the areas of initiative, work habits, organization, team work, and independent work.  

This course enables students to understand basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics; to develop practical skills in scientific investigation; and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations. Students will design and conduct investigations

into practical problems and issues related to cell division and reproduction, the structure and properties of elements and compounds, astronomy and space exploration, and static and current electricity.

See curriculum expectations on reverse.

In secondary applied level courses, the final mark is determined using the following procedure:  term work comprises 70% of the final mark and end of year summative evaluations comprise 30% of the final mark.

Students will be assessed to determine how well they have achieved specific expectations for the course. A variety of methods including; self and peer assessment, observation, marking schemes, checklists, tests and rubrics will be used to asses the work. 

Throughout the year, students will be assessed on curriculum expectations, receive feedback on learning, and be given opportunities to improve performance within four categories of learning.  In the term grade, the evaluation weight of each category of learning is as follows:

Knowledge / Understanding
30%

Thinking / Inquiry

30%

Communication


20%

Application


20%

The marks in each of the categories of learning will be combined to form the term grade.

Towards the end of the course, students will complete a summative evaluation that will address the overall curriculum expectations for the various strands of the course.  This task will be divided into smaller components for ease of completion.  The total of the evaluation will comprise 30% of the final grade.

The overall curriculum expectations for SNC1P


Biology: Reproduction – Processes and Applications

By the end of this course, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of the processes of cell division, including mitosis, and the function of sexual (including human) and asexual reproductive systems;

• conduct investigations into questions arising from reproductive issues;

• examine the impact of scientific research and technological developments on issues related to reproduction.

Chemistry: Exploring Matter

By the end of this course, students will:

• describe the atomic structure of common elements and their organization in the periodic table;

• investigate the physical and chemical properties of common elements and compounds, and relate the properties of elements to their location in the periodic table;

• demonstrate an understanding of the importance, production, use, and environmental hazards of common elements and simple compounds.

Earth and Space Science: Space Exploration

By the end of this course, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of the formation, evolution, structure, and nature of our solar system and of the universe;

• design and conduct investigations into the appearance and motion of visible celestial objects;

• describe how human endeavours and interest in space have contributed to our understanding of outer space, the Earth, and living things, and identify Canadian contributions to space exploration.

Physics: Electrical Applications

By the end of this course, students will:

• demonstrate an understanding of the principles of static and current electricity;

• design and build electrical circuits that perform a specific function;

• analyse the practical uses of electricity and its impact on everyday life.

